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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-23 are presented for examination. 

2. It is noted that although the present application does contain line numbers in specification 
and claims, the line numbers in the claims do not correspond to the preferred format. The 
preferred format is to number each line of every claim, with each claim beginning with line 1 . 
For ease of reference by both the Examiner and Applicant all future correspondence should 
include the recommended line numbering. 

3 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
pg 23, lines 18-19, 150 and 160 should be changed to 240, and 250. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art 
are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Maeda, US 
6,690,480, in view of Voit et al (hereinafter Voit), US 6,215,790. 

6. As per claim 1, Maeda teaches an image communication apparatus for use in an image 
communication network system including a computer network being able to transmit and receive 
an image, based on a network address, a first telephone network being able to transmit and 
receive said image based on a first telephone number, a second telephone network being able to 
transmit and receive said image based on a second telephone number, comprising (Fig 3): 
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an input section to input either of said first telephone number or said second telephone 
number provided to another image communication apparatus to which said image is to be 
transmitted (Fig 3, Fig 15); 

a judging section to judge whether said telephone number input through said input 
section is able to be used (Col. 12, lines 54-62, lines 35-40); 

a number transmitting section to transmit said input telephone number, based on a 
judgement result by said judging section, to either of said first address supplying device or said 
second address supplying device; 

an address receiving section to receive, in response to said telephone number fed from 
said telephone number transmitting section, a network address corresponding to said telephone 
number; and 

an image transmitting section to transmit, based on said network address received by said 
address receiving section, said image to said another image communication apparatus through 
said computer network (Col 18, lines 15-40). 

7. Maeda does not teach 

a first address supplying device connected to said computer network adapted to store 
correspondence between said first telephone number and said network address corresponding to 
said first telephone number, and a second address supplying device connected to said computer 
network adapted to store correspondence between said second telephone number and said 
network address corresponding to said second telephone number 

8. Voit teaches 

a first address supplying device connected to said computer network adapted to store 
correspondence between said first telephone number and said network address corresponding to 
said first telephone number, and a second address supplying device connected to said computer 
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network adapted to store correspondence between said second telephone number and said 
network address corresponding to said second telephone number (abstract; Fig 1; Col. 13, lines 
30-40). 

9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of invention was 
made to combine the teaching of Maeda and Voit because they both dealing with having tables 
storing plurality of information data regarding to phone numbers and IP addresses. Furthermore, 
the teaching of Voit to allow 

a first address supplying device connected to said computer network adapted to store 
correspondence between said first telephone number and said network address corresponding to 
said first telephone number, and a second address supplying device connected to said computer 
network adapted to store correspondence between said second telephone number and said 
network address corresponding to said second telephone number 

would improve the efficiency for Maeda's system by allowing for parallel processing between 
plurality of network domains and their corresponding look up tables. 

10. As per claim 2, Maeda teaches the image communication apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said judging section judges whether said input telephone number has been registered 
(Fig. 3;CoL 18, lines 15-40). 

11. As per claim 3, Maeda teaches the image communication apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said judging section judges whether said input telephone number is said first telephone 
number or said second telephone number (Fig. 3; Col. 18, lines 15-40; Col. 12, lines 1-15). 

12. As per claim 4, Maeda teaches the image communication system according to claim 1, 
wherein said image communication apparatus is provided with said first address supplying device 
and said second address supplying as function sections of said image communication apparatus 



Application/Control Number: 09/875,075 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2154 

(Fig 3). 

13. As per claim 5, Maeda teaches the image communication device according to claim 1, 

further comprising a second image transmitting section to transmit images to said another image ^ 
communication apparatus through either of said telephone network for use in said first telephone 
number or said telephone network for use in second telephone number (Fig 3). 

14. As per claim 6, Maeda teaches the image communication device according to claim 5, 
further comprising a signal receiving section to receive, when said second image transmitting 
section transmits a first image, using either of said first telephone number or said second 
telephone number, to said another image communication apparatus through either of said 
telephone network for use in said first telephone number or said telephone network for use in 
second telephone number, a signal containing a computer address provided to said image 
communication apparatus on a receiver side which is returned, in response to said transmitting of 
said image, from said another image communication apparatus and wherein said first image 
transmitting section is adapted to transmit a second image contained in said signal received by 
said signal receiving section, based on said computer address of said another image 
communication apparatus, to said another image communication apparatus through said computer 
network (Col. 18, lines 15-40). 

15. As per claim 7, Maeda teaches the image communication apparatus according to claim 6, 
further comprising a storage section to store correspondence between said telephone number used 
by said image transmitting section when said first image is transmitted and received through 
either of said telephone network for use in said first telephone number or said telephone network 
for use in said second telephone number and said network address of said another image 
communication apparatus received by said signal receiving section when said first image is 
received (Fig 3; Col. 6, lines 20-30). 
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16. As per claim 8, Maeda teaches the image communication apparatus according to claim 5, 
wherein said second image transmitting section, when said first image transmitting section fails to 
transmit said image based on said computer address through said computer network, transmits 
said image using either of said first telephone number or said second telephone number through 
either of said telephone network for use in said first telephone number or said telephone network 
for use in said second telephone number (Fig 4; Col. 12, lines 30-40). 

17. As per claim 9, Maeda teaches the image communication apparatus according to claim 5, 
farther comprising an operation section to designate to which priority is given, transmission by 
said first image transmitting section through said computer network or transmission by said 
second image transmitting section through said telephone network (Col 12, lines 30-40). 

18. As per claim 10, Maeda teaches the image communication apparatus according to claim 
9, wherein said operation section, when said first image transmitting section fails to transmit said 
image through said computer network, designates whether said image is to be transmitted by said 
second image transmitting section through said telephone network (Col. 12, lines 50-62). 

19. As per claim 1 1, Maeda teaches the image communication apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said first telephone network is an inside telephone network that is able to transmit and 
receive said image based on said first telephone number being said inside telephone number and 
said second telephone network is an outside telephone network that is able to transmit and receive 
said image based on said second telephone number being said outside telephone number and 
wherein said computer network is either of an intranet or the Internet that is able to transmit and 
receive said image based on said network address being an IP (Internet Protocol) address (Fig 2- 
4; Col. 1, lines 35-41). 
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20. As per claim 12, Maeda teaches the image communication apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said number transmitting section transmits said input number through said computer 
network and said address receiving section receives said network address through said computer 
network (Fig. 3; Col. 1, lines 35-45). 

21. As per claim 13, claim 13 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 1 above. 

22. As per claim 14, claim 14 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 2 above. 

23. As per claim 15, claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 3 above. 

24. As per claim 16, Maeda teaches the image communication system according to claim 13, 
wherein said image communication system is provided with, as its function section, either of said 
first address supplying device or said second address supplying device (Col, 6, lines 20-30). 

25. As per claim 17, Maeda teaches the image communication system according to claim 16, 
wherein said image communication apparatus further includes an operation section to designate 
either of said image communication apparatus having either of said first address supplying device 
or said second address supplying device as a device from which said network address is acquired 
(Col. 6, lines 20-30). 

26. As per claim 18, claim 18 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 12 above. 

27. As per claim 19, claim 19 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to combination of 
claims 1 and 3 above, 

28. As per claim 20, Maeda teaches the image communication method according to claim 19, 
further comprising: 

second transmitting said image to said another image communication apparatus, based on 
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said first telephone number, through a first telephone network and a second telephone network; 
and 

selectively performing either of said first transmitting and said second transmitting (Col. 2, 
lines 30-42). 

29. As per claim 21, claim 21 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claims 9 above. 

30. As per claim 22, claim 22 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claims 10 above. 

31. As per claim 23, Maeda teaches the image communication method according to claim 1 9, 
further comprising: 

receiving a signal which is to be received from said another image communication apparatus 
through either of said first telephone network or said second telephone network and which 
contains a computer address of said another image communication apparatus; 

extracting a computer address of said another image communication apparatus from said 
received signal; and 

wherein said first transmitting is used to transmit said image, based on said extracted 
computer address, through said computer network to said another image communication 
apparatus (Col 18, lines 15-40). 

Conclusion 

32. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The following patents and publications are cited to further show the state of the art 
with respect to "IMAGE COMMUNICATION APPARATUS IMAGE COMMUNICATION 
SYSTEM AND IMAGE COMMUNICATION METHOD". 

i. US 2003/0039237 Forsolw 

ii. US 6584098 Dutnall 
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in. 



US 6215790 



Voit et al. 



IV. 



US 6587684 



Hsu et al. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Chad Zhong whose telephone number is (703) 305-0718. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on 703-305-8498. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for regular 
communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

CZ 

August 16, 2004 




Primary Examiner 



